CHORAL ACTIVITIES RULES AND REGULATIONS

The following includes all revisions and additiassvoted
upon by the Choral Section of NCMEA through Ja&). 2005

A ninth (9th) grade student shall participate inHigh/Middle
School activities if that school’s configuratiorcindes ninth
(9th). The student shall participate in Sr. Higli\aties if that
school’'s configuration is ninth through twelfth des.

A. THE NORTH CAROLINA HONORS CHORUS
STATEMENT OF PURPOSE

1. To honor the best singers in our state by gitirem the
opportunity to perform at the highest possible lefe
achievement.

2. To provide an outstanding educational expe&dac both
the students and the teachers.

3. To supplement the choral activities offeredts Choral
Section.

ELIGIBILITY

The Choral Director of each student participatim@enior
High Choral Section activities must be a curreniner, in
good standing, of the North Carolina Music Educator
Association.

The choral member must be enrolled in a scheduilecht
class which receives one unit of credit in the entrischool
year.

THE HONORS CHORUS

1. Quota and General Information

a. The group should consist of only the most anting
voices which will be selected by objective audifion

b. There will be a chorus of mixed voices notxoe=d 160
students (11-12-01)drawn from students in grades0911,
and 12.

c. There will be 16 alternate students selected () for
each section for a SSAATTBB mixed chorus.

d. The Honors Chorus will perform at the NCMEAIRa}
Service conference

e. Selection of the conductor will be accomplisbg the
same process used to select the All — State ctmduc

f. The Honors Chorus will rehearse for two dasisrpto
performance.

g. The selection of judges for auditions willleesed on the
same criteria as Festival judges.

h. All students auditioning for a particular weipart shall be
heard by the same judge. Results of the auditidlhbe sent
the following week.

i. Judges will be paid $250.00 per day and NCMieA
diem

j-  The number of auditionees from a school sthowait
exceed ten percent (10%) of that school's choraillenent.

k. The coordinator will be paid at the same dedlg as
adjudicators.

2. Fees

a. Audition fee - $15.00 per student

b. Registration fee - $15.00 per student

c. Fees for auditions will be mailed to the HanGhorus
Coordinator by September 10.

d. Honors Chorus registration fees must be méilethe
Honors Chorus Coordinator's designated postmaakiliiee.
Failure to adhere to the deadline will result irféding of the
privilege of participation.

3. Regulations

a. Auditions for the Honors Chorus will be thet [Akursday,
Friday, and Saturday in September in Central, Easéad
Western locations.

b. Notification of withdrawal must be in to the ks Chorus
coordinator no later than five days prior to themipg
rehearsal of the Honors Chorus. A letter will bats
informing the school’s principal of the directorien-
compliance, except in the case of extenuating wistances
excused at the discretion of the event coordiantor.

c. Registered students are expected to attemeredbrsals, the
final concert, and any other activities plannedts/Choral
Section officers or Honors Chorus coordinator dytime
event.

d. Each student must know the music thoroughhoalyh not
necessarily from memory. There will be a scregioih
students prior to the first rehearsal. Students afe not
adequately prepared will be sent home with no rkfuls letter
will be sent informing the school’s principal oktlstudent’s
elimination from the event.

e. Soloists will sing his/her voice part from thesignated
audition selection. The honors coordinator wihaunce the
selection at the May meeting. Soloists will beuiegd to
display abilities in sight reading and/or vocaliaas at the
discretion of the judges.

f. A simple rating form used by the adjudicatoill e
returned to teachers for each participating studielirector
submits a self addressed, stamped envelope.

g. Each director is responsible for the condditti® students
at all times. The director should remain on thenmises for
the duration of the festival and attend reheargaisiness
meetings, etc..., as well as be with his studeots his school
at night. If the director cannot attend becausanof
emergency, he must notify the Honors Chorus coatdimand
send another faculty member designated by the asinaition



of the school to come in the director’s place. sTaculty
member must also follow the same rules and reguigitdf the
director for whom he is replacing. This includé&sysg on the
premises at all times.

B. SOLO-SMALL ENSEMBLE DISTRICT FESTIVALS

1. Eligibility

a. The choral director of each student particijgpiin Sr. High
Choral Section activities must be a current mentbgood
standing of the North Carolina Music Educators Asstion.
b. The choral member must be enrolled in a sdbddthoral
class which receives one unit credit in the cursehool year.
2. Regulations

a. Schools are not limited as to the number ofesiants
entering.

b. A student entered in the Solo - Ensemble comiiishe
limited to one prepared selection in the solo cetrd@d to
participation in two ensembles of unlike nature.

c. Schools will be expected to register and pipdie in their
own regions except where travel will be shorteartother
region or when conflicts in dates might be avoidgdhere
groups have reason to participate outside their r@gion, the
regional chairperson to whom they are applying wile on
their acceptance, dependent on time and spacelbleailln no
case will a group be permitted to enter more thaRegional
Choral Festival per year.

d. Registration blanks and fees from each scpadicipating
must be completed and mailed to the district geagon on or
before January 15. (Choral directors will not reeeny
information from the district chairperson priorxanuary 15.)
District chairpersons will set deadlines (and ecdégpenalty)
for submission of all required festival forms,a#lof
selections, etc. See district list by counties.

e. There will be no repetition of repertory bgiagle director
from a single school with any ensemble or chorukiwia two
(2) year period; therefore, director's may notat®the same
music for Solo-Ensemble and/or Regional Choraliaist
within a two year period.

f.  Notification of withdrawal must be made tettistrict
chairperson postmarked no later than three wegstp the
festival date, otherwise entry fees will not beurefed.

g. Student or ensemble may participate eitherdting
and/or criticism. Each entrant or group enterimgréting will
be assigned an honor rating of Superior, Excellwntrage,
Below Average, or Poor, to accompany the adjuditato
comments.

h. Deadline for application is January 15.

i. Qualified adjudicators will be appointed tage in a
particular region. If any choral director is digsfed with the
rating or comments given he/she should not confitoent
adjudicator but take this matter up at a businesstimg of the
choral section.

j- The district chairperson will be required mnplete all
reports and forward correct copies to the chartities
coordinator and the NCMEA Executive Secretary-Tueas

within thirty (30) days after the event. Failtoedo so will
result in forfeiture of the District Chairpersomisnorarium.
k. The chairperson will be paid at the same daitg as
adjuciators.

Fees

Soloist: $15.00

Ensembles of 2 - 4: $20.00
Ensembles of 5 - 24: $35.00 )
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4. Timing - Soloist and ensembles; six minutdsa delection
runs longer, cuts must be made and marked bytditec

5. Performance: Soloist

a. Confined to soprano, mezzo-soprano, alto, tdrasitone,
bass, and boys unchanged voices.

b. Choice of material, at the discretion of dicec

c. Each soloist is expected to sing from memdiyo
selections may be performed if together they doemoeed the
time limit. A good performance of one number isfprred.
d. A copy of music must be presented to the juzifere
performing. All cuts must be clearly indicated andasures
numbered.

e. Music duplicated mechanically or by hand iscdation of
the copyright laws and will not be accepted. Jsdgd be
instructed not to adjudicate groups using illegdilplicated
music.

6. Performance: Ensembles

a. May be of three types: male, female, and mizaides.

b. May include duets, trios, quartets, etc., amdlarger
group to 24.

c. Duets, trios, and quartets will perform onestbn from
memory. Ensembles of 5-24 will perform two selaasi from
memory. Any group participating must perform music
particularly suited and/or written for the voicinfithe group
and of sufficient quality as to demonstrate cle#inly vocal
skills of the performers. Appropriate classificas include,
but are not limited to madrigals, vocal chamberimus
selections of the type included on the large fastist which
are suitable for a small group, and barbershaggciehs. The
use of broadway, gospel, and pop settings is rtogpiate
for this activity.

d. Copies of scores must be presented to the juitgecuts
clearly indicated and measures numbered.

e. Music duplicated mechanically or by hand iscdation of
the copyright laws and will not be accepted.

7. Districts: See page 4

8. Purpose

a. To give students and select small ensemblbarsce to
perform individually for experience and personsalaation.
b. To give our better singers an opportunity toknat a
higher level than is possible in the large schoolp.



9. Adjudicators

a. Adjudicators will be assigned to each Solo $fEasemble
Festival as needed to provide one adjudicator pegrable
and one adjudicator per soloist. Adjudicators nhaste
taught in the state of North Carolina for two (2pys

b. Solo adjudicators must be voice majors or gl
instructors

c. When adjudicators assign honor ratings lowan the top
rating of superior, they will be asked to be spedif their
comments

d. Adjudicators will be paid $250.00 per day aed giem.
Adjudicators will be paid $125 per half day (thfesurs or
less) and NCMEA per diem

C. REGIONAL CHORAL FESTIVALS

1. Purpose: To provide each performing group waith
opportunity to improve and to evaluate its perfanoea

a. By comparison with a set standard of excellence

b. By comparison with the performance of otherug

2. Eligibility

a. The Choral Director of each student particigath Senior
High Choral Section activities must be a curreniner, in
good standing, of the North Carolina Music Educator
Association.

b. The choral member must be enrolled in a scleeldchoral
class which receives one unit of credit in theentr school
year.

3. Regulations

a. Schools will be expected to register and padte in their
own regions except where travel will be shorteartother
region or when conflicts in dates might be avoidgdhere
groups have reason to participate outside their r@gion, the
regional chairperson to whom they are applying wille on
their acceptance, dependent on time and spacelbleailln no
case will a group be permitted to enter more thaRegional
Choral Festival per year.

b. Registration blanks and fees from each schaxigipating
must be completed and mailed to the districtrgleason on
or before January 15. (Choral directors will rexteive any
information from the district chairperson priorxanuary 15.)
District chairpersons will set deadlines (and ecdgpenalty)
for submission of all required festival forms,a#lof
selections, etc. See district list by counties.

c. Notification of withdrawal must be made to tkgional
chairman postmarked no later than three weeks &dfier
festival date, otherwise entry fees will not beurefed.

d. Each choral group will be permitted to partatgin any
Regional Choral Festival for criticism only, orr foriticism
and a rating. Each group requesting criticism ratithg will
be awarded one of the following ratings: Supetiowellent,
Average, Below Average, or Poor.

e. Each choral group wishing criticism and rativity
determine the classification by selecting musicrfithe

official NCMEA graded music list. There will bexgjraded
classifications. Choral groups wishing only citia are not
bound to the official NCMEA classification. Eactogp will
be required to perform at least one selection fitmergraded
music list.

f. There will be no maximum limitations concernitig size
of the choral groups. If a school has more thanaoral
group of like nature, each will be permitted toegnprovided
there is no duplication of personnel within like@gps unless
director provides verification (signed by principadf dual
enrollment to site chairperson with festival apglion. Such
groups need not enter the same classificationtudest may
participate in two groups of unlike nature (for exde: male
chorus and mixed chorus.

g. Deadline for application is January 15 of epedr.

h. There is no size limitation for any chorus.

i. If neither of the two selections performedrism the
Festival List, the group will not be allowed to gifor a rating.
j- Regional chairpersons will set deadlines (amiree
penalty) for submission of all required Festivalnis (except
registration statewide deadline, January 15)judges
information, titles of selections, etc..

k. There will be no repetition of repertoire bgiagle director
from a single school with any ensemble or choruhiwia
two-year period; therefore, directors may not ceothe same
music for Small Ensemble and/or Regional Choratitas
within a two-year period.

[. The regional chairperson will be required tonptete all
reports and forward correct copies to the actigitieordinator
and the NCMEA Executive Secretary - Treasurer withirty
(30) days after the event. Failure to do so wedult in
forfeiture of the regional chairman’s honorarium.

m. Use of cassette tapes: One adjudicator ahtiee will be
asked to make his comments using a cassette recdide
cassette to be provided by the director at the tifne
registration. The adjudicator making commentsdnording
will use the standard printed form for recording tating of
the performance.

n. Special recognition of superior ratings - aqoie will be
made available from the Executive-Secretary tgm@lps
with superior ratings at the participant’'s expense.

4. Performance

a. Each group will prepare from memory two setagiof
equal difficulty. For those groups wishing to rieee
ratings, one of the two selections MUST be fromdfiieial
CURRENT NCMEA MUSIC LISTS.

b. All choral directors must deposit their premhre
compositions (three copies) with cuts clearly iatkéd and
measures numbered to the regional chairman prior to
performance.

¢. Music duplicated mechanically or by hand is@ation of
the copyright laws and will not be accepted. &sdgill be
instructed not to adjudicate groups using illegdlplicated



music. Although music form choral public domainyniee
legal, this music will not be adjudicated at feasti

d. Ratings will not be posted in the performaneaa

e. Timing: not to exceed ten minutes per entry.

f. Failure to observe the rules and regulatidrts@ Choral
Section for any event will cause the school tdefior
participation in the event the following year. eter will be
written to the school principal and to the choral
director/teacher.

5. Sight-reading

Sight-reading will be optional. Directors may stlehich
voicing their groups will sight-sing. Sightreadingl be
graded separately from performance and not inclageobrt
of the cumulative grade. Sight-reading gradeSugferior
will be published in the EDUCATOR. The state capnator
of choral activities shall be responsible for seayand
distributing sight-reading material appropriate dtl voice
classifications. There will be no observers, othan
assigned student teachers, for sight-reading praocedure
will take place in a room close to the performaacesa. The
site coordinator will secure an accomplished acaorigp for
sightreading. A separate adjudicator will be emetbfor the
sight-reading when necessary.

a. Each chorus should be met at the door by andsnt and
told to file in and take seats quietly and quickBarranging
to the accustomed seating arrangements. Attenidantassist
in rearranging seats. If one group arrives bedm@ther has
finished its performance, it should be detained gioint far
enough away so that the members will be unable#o the
music distinctly.

b. The attendants may pass out the music afteshibieis
members take their seated positions. The mssiotiseen
until instructions have been given.

c. The judge shall go to the conductor’s standraad the
rules of the festival and/or deliver such otheatrinctions as
he feels will assist the organization in doing blest possible
job of sight-reading.

1. Each group shall perform one (1) rhythmic eiserof the
adjudicator’s choosing. The group will have ongrfinute to
examine the exercise. The director may not aceany
rhythm. The method of execution of the rhythmiereise
shall be at the discretion of the director. ickapping or any
rhythmic syllables.

2. Each group shall also perform one (1) singkey@se in
the voicing selected by the director. The direatay not
actualize any rhythm, harmonies or voice leadirifjse
director shall not sing any part of the selectiphythmic or
melodic) or play it on the piano.

3. Students are each given a copy of the mudiey &nd the
director are given four (4) minutes to study arstass the
music. The students may ask questions but maglisotiss or

rehearse the music in any way. After the fouruteés are
over, the key may be established by students girthm scale
and/or tonic triad at the direction of their dir@ctThe pitches
are given at the piano, the group may hum or sieg starting
pitches and sing through using solfege syllableslesdegree
numbers, of lyrics, the piece one time with piano
accompaniment. After that, they may have oner{ihute to
discuss the piece, then the pitches are given agairihe
piece is sung a cappella, using solfege sykalsleale degree
numbers, or lyrics. The final performance wikh be sung
a cappella (lyrics optional) During all readint®e director
may only conduct. He/she may make no audible tmnriton
to the group’s performance.

4. The sight-reading demonstration should bedrbas
performance, not as a rehearsal. While it is gatrest the
rules to call out numbers to the singers while tey
performing or to stop and begin again, the direito
admitting a sight-reading weakness which must kertanto
consideration by the judge.

5. At the conclusion of the audition, membershef group
should remain seated until all music has beemmetband
counted. The director should caution studentmatber their
belongings before exiting the room. The direstoould be
given a few seconds for any instructions he /sisbeg to
give, and the singers should then be asked to lgaiedly and
quickly to make room for the next group.

6. Fees
. $100.00 per chorus
$1.00 per capita for each audit

o

7. Adjudicators

a. Three adjudicator (who must be members of NC)MEi#
be assigned to each Regional Choral Festivaludidgators
must have taught in the state of North Carolinaviar (2)
years.

b. Two adjudicators will be from the senior oripmhigh
school teaching level and one adjudicator will tmaf an
institution of higher education.

c. When adjudicators assign honor ratings lowan the top
rating, Superior, they will be asked to be spedif their
comments.

d. Adjudicators will be paid $250.00 per day ged diem
e. Adjudicators will be paid $125.00 per half ¢dyee hours
or less) and NCMEA per diem.

8. Regions: See page C-2
D. REGIONAL WORKSHOPS
1. Purpose

a. To provide more students in each region an ppity to
participate in a large choral group similar to Stiate Choral



Festival directed by an outstanding choral direfrmm within
the state.

b. To create more interest and encourage participrom
smaller school units who hesitate to perform fitiaism
and/or rating.

2. Regulations

a. Schools will be expected to register and padte in their
own regions except where travel will be shortearother
region or when conflicts in dates might be avoidgdhere
groups have reason to participate outside their r@gion, the
regional chairperson to whom they are applying wilé on
their acceptance, dependent on time and spaceableail

b. Regions should decide prior to the Fall In-8srv
Conference the type of activities to be held inhea@gion.
Activities may include the choral festival onlyetbhhoral
workshop only, or a combination of festival and katrop. It
is the duty of each regional chairperson to corttaet
members of his region. If there is no reply theisien will be
made by the regional chairperson.

c. Registration blanks and entry fees must be ¢tetegh and
mailed to the regional chairperson on or beforedgsignated
deadline.

d. Notification of withdrawal must be made to tiegional
chairperson postmarked no later than three wedksebthe
workshop date, otherwise entry fees will not beimeed.

e. Deadline for entering is September 10 for &adints and
January 15 for Spring events.

3. Quota

a. There will be no maximum limitations concerngize of
group provided registration does not exceed aviagiltacility
space.

b. If registration is too large, the regional charson must
determine the quota for each school participating.

4. Fees
a. $100.00 per group
c. The clinician will be paid $250.00 per day gqued diem.

5. Performance

a. All participating groups will prepare, befohetworkshop
date, numbers selected by the guest conductoricMesd
not be memorized.

b. Directors should bring a balanced group tonhekshop.
¢. Music duplicated mechanically or by hand is@ation of
the copyright laws and will not be accepted.

E. ALL-STATE CHORAL FESTIVAL

Purpose
1. To give our most outstanding students a chamce t
participate with other students of like abilityarhighly select

group.

2. To give these students an opportunity to watk w
outstanding choral directors.

Eligibility

1. The Choral Director of each student participgin Senior
High Choral Section activities must be a curreniner, in
good standing, of the North Carolina Music Educator
Association.

2. The choral member must be enrolled in a sclegdctoral
class which receives one unit of credit in theentr school
year.

3. Students must attend a district rehearsal tiicfgate in the
NC All-State Chorus Festival.

2. Quota

a. There shall be one SATB choir for studentsradgs nine
and ten and one SATB choir for students in graddsven
and twelve, each with the maximum number of paréints
allowed by local fire codes. The repertory of eabbir will
include one selection for women only and one siglador
men only.

b. The quota for each school will be determinedheyAll-
State coordinator. Allotment is based on the nurobéth,
10th, 11th, and 12th grade students in the chaogrpm in
your school with no student being counted twicedistered
for more than one class.

3. Fees: $15.00 per student participant

4. Regulations

a. Each director must indicate to the All-State@mator by
mail or official registration blank or facsimiledesire to enter
the event by September 10.

b. The official registration blank, signed by s@hool
principal, along with necessary fees must be pwgithe All-
State Coordinator’s designated postmark deadliaiguré to
do so will result in a school losing its allotmédait that year.
c. Notification of withdrawal must be to the Altete
coordinator, postmarked no later than two weekereehe
festival date. A letter will be sent informingetechool’s
principal of the director’s non-compliance, excepthe case
of extenuating circumstances excused at the disoref the
event coordinator.

d. Registered students are expected to attemdhaharsals,
the final concert, and any other activities planbgdhe
Choral Section officers during this event.

e. Each student must know the music thoroughhoalgh not
necessarily from memory. There will be a screeihg
students prior to the first rehearsal. Students afe not
adequately prepared will become audits. Studehtshave
not prepared the full All-State Festival repertage given by
the All - State Coordinator and/or the Choral Swrcti
Chairperson must secure the missing selectionsvidhble
screened again at a time designated by the AleStat
Coordinator and Section Chair during day 1 ofAlieState



Festival. Students who do not pass this secorssirg will
become audits.

g. Each director is responsible for the condudtisfstudents
at all times. The director should remain on trengises for
the duration of the festival and attend reheargaisiness
meetings, etc., as well as be with his students fis school
at night. If the director cannot attend becausanof
emergency, he must notify the All-State coordinatod send
another faculty member designated by the admiristraf
the school to come in the director’s place. Thiufty
member must also follow the same rules and reguigitdf the
director whom he is replacing. This includes sigyon the
premises at all times.

6. Guest Conductor

a. From the conductors recommended by the Chectidh at
its spring conference (the All-State Choral Fes}igaguest
conductor will be chosen.

b. The selected conductor and the repertoirenfol-State
event is to be announced no later than the follgviat
conference.

7. The Choral Section chairperson shall be naotifig the All-
State coordinator immediately in the event of amgegency
situation concerning changes.




